JPRSj  3077 
16  March  I960 


PARTY  DISOtPilNE  AND  PARTY  DEMOCRACY 
(USSR) 


-  [Trahislation] 


■  H 

i 


m 


S'- 


w 


&5pic3v«<i  toi  {?uisiic  rsiecia^ 

thnsirntam  CaJam»<j[  • 


Photocopies  of  this  report  may  be  piirchased  from: 

PHOToropncAnasi  serotcce 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 
WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  JOINT  PUBLICATIONS  RESEARCH  SERVICE 
205  EAST  li2nd  STREET,  SUITE  300 
NEW  YORK  17,  N.  Y. 


1 99801 09  1 82 


F  0  R  E  W  0  R  D 

This  publication  was  prepared  under  contract 
by  the  UNITED  STATES  JSINT  PUBLICATIONS  RE¬ 
SEARCH  SERVICE,  a  federal  government  organi¬ 
zation  established  to  service  the  translation 
and  research  needs  of  the  various  government 
departments. 


JPRSf  3077 
CSOs  3U98-D 


PARTI  DISCIPLINE  AMD  PARTT  DMOCRACt 

. ''  '  ' 


:  :iin8i|»d  Article 

No.  1,  Moscow,  Jaiiuary,  I960 
Pages  56-62 
Bussian  Per 


the  struggle  to  cany  out  the  Seven  Year  Plan  ts  at  present  the 
decisive  factor  of  the  life  of  the  country.  The  entire  activity  of 
our  Party  is  subordinated  to  this  as  well.  In  order  successfully  to 
resolve  the  coaplicated  tasks  of  the  period  of  extensive  construction 
of  CoiiBBunism,  there  must  be  a  high  degree  of  concentration  and  organi¬ 
sation  in  party  ranks,  purposefulness,  vigor  and  initiative  in  the 
actions  of  all  mentoers  of  the  Party.  How  can  each  individual  Com¬ 
munist  go  about  aciiieving  this?  ^  strict  observance,  active 
effectuation  of  the  principles  of  party  life,  particularly  of  the 
cardinal  principle  of  the  organisational  structure  of  the  Communist 
Party,  idiich  is  democratic  centralism. 

Democratic  centralism,  as  the  GPSD  Statute s' Indicate,  signifies 
that  all  directorial  agencies  of  the  party  are  elective  from  the 
bottom  up,  that  they  are  periodically  accoiuitable  to  their  pai*ty 
organiaationsj  it  signifies,  too,  strict  party  discipline  and  the 
subordination  of  the  minority  to  the  majority,  the  unconditionally 
obligatory  character  for  the  lower  agencies  of  the  decisions  of  the 
higher.  Or  it  can  be  put  this  ways  it  is  party  discipline  and  party 
democracy,  organically  interrelated  in  practice  and  calculated  to 
guarantee  a  high  degree  of  ecmibat  readiness  to  the  party  in  general 
and  to  each  of  its  Organizations  in  particular.  In  its  resolutions, 
the  21st  Party  Congress  enphasized  that  it  whs  essential  to  strengthen 
party  discipline  and  develop  intra-party,  democrat  in  order  to  enhance 
the  role  of  the  party  organizations  in  the.  Seven  Year  Plan.  ...This  is 
an  affair  not  only  of  the  directorial  staffs,  of  the  party  activists, 
but  of  every  ComraUnist  ad  we.ll* 

party  discipline,  emphasized  y.,  I,  Lehih,  guarMtees  "uni'fy  of 
action,  unity  of  practical  stand.  *•.  It  cements' party  ranks,  makes  the 
party  into  a  monolithic  fighting  force,  whose  strength  is  ten  times, 
yes  even  a  hundred  times  and  more,  greater  than  its  numbers.  The 
party,  in  rallying  people  idip  know  wtet  they  are  fighting  for,  became 


an  enormous  transformative  force  in  society.  Eveiyone  tdio  is  even 
sli^tly  acquainted  .:^th  the  history  of  the  CPSU  knows  this.  But  this 
is  true  not  only  ^st  but  of  the  present  asi  wll.  Take  the 

party  campaign  to  raise  the  standard  of  fai^hg,'  to* 'achieve  technical 
progress  —  what  guarantees  success ‘‘heije  is  the  fact  that  every 
Qom^^st,  ,^S  .ovip  man,  is  carrying  out  party  resolutions  and  mobilizing 
the  broad  masses  of  the  workers  to  do  the  same.  : 

» »'-  -f-  r 

^  ^  .  ‘  y*'*  ’ 

It  is  not  the  case  in  the  Party  that  all  ite^?wepbers,^aj?.§;*^li^^ 
agreed  on  all  questions.  Different  jftiades  of  opinion  ^4  not' %blud^^^ 
some  individual  Communists  may  even  occasionally  not  agree  ^ih  ,the;'^.| . 
point  of  view  of  "Uie  majority  on  this  or  that  concrete  quesiibnV ' 
tl^ '.Party. JStatute^s  stipulate  that  the  minority  is  subordinate  to  the  ' 
mjpriiyw  /3^e 'bpnmiunist  acts  in  concert  with  all. %  .neasohS  ^ 
the;  B^prifey 'ialiess  fregqe^^  mistaken  than  the;  iidnoi^iy  jand 't^at 
the  unity. ai^i.*^  of  Coniministb  is  an  IndispenerfL^le  cp^it^ji  fo^  a 
>8Up<^S8fui  >  «,  V 

. .  The  inai^n,  deniahd  on  'all  Goramunists  at  the  pregept  moment"  is  that 
each  put  jEbrth  hia  fullest  efforts  ©n  the  spot  successfully  to  cope  with 
the  tasks  1  of  i;l}4  Sevpn-tear  Plan.  This  is  equally  -pbligatoiy  for  all 
me)j4>ers..  of  the  party. ^  At 'the- ^une  1959 -Plenum., -of  the  CC,.  CPStJ,  . 

rade  N.  S.  Krushchev  f specially  stressed  the  nSed  f 02^  observance  of  • 
discipline  in  directOi^at' Stiaffs.  fife  said*  ®f  party 

and  state  discipline  is  basic  consideration  in  the  activities  of 
all  those  staff ing'  Iparty  and  state  machinery.  There  must  be  no  place 
for  those  official  >*‘0  ar^e,  after  receiving  a  particular  directive* 
"1*11  carry  it  out  if  T  want  to,  I  wwi’t  if  I  don^t."  Once  a  decision 
has  been  taken,  4:io,. ope  "has  tbe  tright  to  violate;  it.  ..It  is  essential; 
to  take  a  strong;  sSapd  against,  violations  of  pa^y  ;  and  state  discipline 
,  in  whatever,  fore;  they  crop  up,**  ,  .  -  ^ 

A  violation  of  discipline  in  any  form  delays;-;fulfillment  of  .plans 
elaborated  by  ijie  party  for  the"  Seyen-Yeaf  yian. ,  For  instance,  when 
certain  National  Econoniic  Council  IpajierB,  despite  party  decisions, 
neglect  cooperati'im'  deliveyied' in  favur  of  local  interests,  this  is. 

•a  hindrenci;  on  the  path  ^  ^  fbTtJard-  progress. ^  Or  idien  s^tistical 
padding  sai<|.frp»<i  against  tlie  "state  is  toleratedi  as  once:  happened  in 
Novosibiirsk  oliSSt*  in  the  preoui^lng  of  grain,  this  ihCl^^  damage 
on  the  cOTunon  cause.  The  former  leading‘’Off4o$^lS  ^.-.the  ijtumiaft^ 
oblast*  arbitrarily  revised  prices  for  several  industrial  products 
and  foodstuffs.  These ''abts  oh  the':part.  of  high;.^^  undermine 

the  efforts  of  the  p^y  to  inaice  the  economy  smoothly  Md  are 
intolereJxLe  violation's  "of' 'party ‘discipline.  /i  f  V  ;  .  .  ij  ■ 

Party  liscipline  14  equally 'obligatoiy  worlcihg  at 

a  lathe  in  a  plant  or  in  a  livestock  farm  on  a  collective  farm.  Each 
must  fig^t  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  assignments  outlined  by  the  Party 


,  for.  tjie  SeTe?i-Ye.;a^  .Plan.  All  decisions  of  the  Party  for  the  raising  of 
labor,  prpducttyityi,;  .ilihe  inpoi^ra,tion  of!  .achieveriierits  of  science  and 
technology  .into  prodiicbionj  and  on  the  fight  against  survivals  of  the 
i.part  in  people  ?  s  'i)jihu.S  are  obligatory  for  all  C’oaEiidiiists. '  ' 

.  '  To,  a  real  CojiHijiais’;;  tais  is  no 'bi-rden,  DLscipline'  in  ou^  Party 
is.  a  cpnsQipas  affairy  it  is  on  voltjntaiy  sn.bordihation.  This 

is,  so  even  ^eh  it 'iS.  necessary  to  overcome  many  niff iotiitiea  in 
fulfilling  .of  Party  and  to  forego  certain  comforts  and  the 

Customary  way  of  ?dfe  in  the  interests  of  the  coraraori  e^jise.  'And  this 
is  still  not  exefedad  in  oar  present  conditions.  Prom  tinie  to  time 
the  aeod  ari^s  -to  send  certain  Cemraahists  to  lagging  sections  to 
strengthfh  tieak.;pro<hic^^^  And  it  must  be  said  in  such'  cases 

Party  mejtbc.rs  as  a  rule  display  a  high  sense  of  duty* 

But  iridivlduai 'cases  are  still  encountered  where  certain  party 
members  place  their  personal  interests  above  public  intet^stSj  «hlch 
leads  to  violation  of  party  discipline.  For  instance.  Comrades  Kisel*, 
Krasnikov,  MotaCoy  ^d  several  others,  were  sent  from  HbscCw  to  work 
in  the  North  Kazakhstan  National  Econ^ic  Ccuhcll.  Instead  of  getting 
to  work  energetically  and  devoting  all  their  forces  to  fulfillment  of 
the  party  assignment,  they  directed  their  efforts  toward  retUi’ning  as 
soon  as  possible  to  their  Moscow  apartments.  This  conducts  damages 
the  interests  of  the  party,  and,  naturally  party  agencies  brought 
these  Communists  to  book  with  a  strict  party  disciplining. 

.  dr  consider  another  example.  Comunist  Chuprov,  from  the  Komi 
ASSE  completed  the  republic  party  school,  was  head  of  an  agitprop 
section,  later  a  secretary  of  a  rayon  party  cwipittee,  and  a  secretary 
of  the  Okhta  and  Vorkuta.  urb^‘ party  comraittees.  He  was  recommended 
as  chaiman  for  a  backward  collfectiye  farm,  in  the  hope  that  he  would 
help  the  collective  faimers  to  raise  the  ecpjiony.  This  was  a  very 
ii^ortant  assignment  and  one  that  was  expedient  in  eVery  respect, 
Ckiuprov  himself  took  a  different  view  of  the  matter.  He  considered 
this  assignment  to  new  work  to  be  a  sign  of  disrespe'et  for  his  perspn 
and  decided  t^t  thia^  a  cataStrbiAie  his  life.  .  He  did  not  really 
gfe.t  down  to  work,  (U.d  nipt,  rptl’  up  his;  sleeves^  eyen  began  to  ' ' 
"droTO  his  sorrotjs.”  The' result  ^  ja  Sad  'Pte  j  work  suf 
the  Communists  of  the  cpllectiye  f am  , excluded  Chu  from  the  party. 

,  And  there  is  nPihing  P^S^.tp  t^,^  dbh0' inj:'^  vaiat  does 

such  a  person,  who  Weaks  himself  above 

other  members  of  an  oi%anizAtiPn,  have  in  ‘Pommoa  with  the  party?  A 
Communist  who  has  a  prpfpupd  s^n,se  'of^  par^y  duty  works  ■tdioleheariedly 
at  any  post."  He  does  ftpt  bPcp|ne  ,de^phdeht  he  encounters  d^-. 
fi'culiles  ill  fulfilliag  hiis’  ph.rty  It  is  'not  vulgar '  carepri^^  , . 

interests  ttot  govern  his.'f^P'^ip^.'., He.',  find's  .sati^action  in.  c 


for  t^rhattbn&il  welfare  and  successes  in  the  struggle  for  the  wprkWs’ 
cause.  The  folioii^g  exanqjle  Is  instructive  in  the: hipest  degree;' ' 

The  remarkable  revolutionary  Kano  performed  many  truly  legendary 
heroic  deeds  in  .the  str^^  against  the  exploiters.  He  vas' :well  knbun 
in  the'  pai^y  W  cf  Lerdn.  After  the.  revolution, s  ’ 

Kamo  held  a  i^^est.  post  jin  d  .customs  hou  in  Georgia,;  When-hfe  was 
asked  pnce.df  .-jte:  .saHsJPied  with  his  post,;  Kano  replied:'^  ‘^larty  '  - 

discijdine.  is  bindii^  /pn  all.  Of  course  I  an  satisfied.  ;  Even  a’ snail  • 
matte'r  'i^ch  is' adyanl^eous  to  socialism  must  be  attended  to  3 oyf^lly  - 
and  proparly.“  ^  - 

The  more  bun  paity^develops  and  consolidates,  the;  higlfer^  beObmeS. 
the  conscious  conviction  of  Connunists,  the  more  does  the  party  discipline 
become  for^. them- •eelf-.discipllne<  The  Sort  of  disciplii^"  df  idiich  I, 
Lenin  said  that,  ii  is.' "a  discipline ;  of  independence  and;  of  fi^tittg^  '' 

’>^1  '  '  .Vr:'  •' 

Typicaly-.fpr  is  the  following  occurrence-^ -  I#’ recent  ^ 

years,  'idien  tjOeref., emerged -the  task  of  a  radical  boost ;  of;  thi^^ 'standard 
of  farming;  and.iin  conne.ction  with  this  there  arose  ■the'Jfiecassity  Sf 
stren^hening  colle^iye  farms,  state  farms  and  party? os^niSitiohs  of  ’ 
the  yillage  jfith  stSf^  workers,  many  thousands  of  Coimnunists  voluntarily 
went  off  to  work ,  i^ejje .  It  is  a  known  f act .  tliat  no  •ejHjraondinary  = 
mobilizations  or  aliocations  Were  decreed  in  this  connection;  the  call 
of  the  party,  the  .p^sentatipn  of  .the  common  task  wss'-endugh  to^'dake 
Communists  .reappndyjv'^'t  ®ade  them  do  it?  This  is  the  answer  given  ‘ 
to  this  question , by  tiiree  Communists  >—  Comrade  Stepanov^  Secretary 
of  the  Poddpxsk  .raydti  ps^y  committee.  Comrade  Kolle,  Ite^d^df  the  rayon 
farm  inspeciprate,;  Q^ad  of  the  forestry  Sector  of  the 

Lumber  Industiyj  CiCjtt^qil-  -r  all  of  Adiom  were  asked  recently  to  work  in 
collective  famsf  J^ht  now  the  party  is  setting  a  task  •^  ihe  raising 
of  the  standard  of  the  backward  collective  farms.  We  certain 
definite  ,  experience-  ^  farming,  we  are  ready  to  work  t«  aid  the  weak 
collectiye  farms  vtq  ;.get  Up  there  among  the  progressive;  JOhes.'  All ' 
these  comrades.  'Were  chosen  to;  be  chaiimen  of  collective  farms^  The 
Novgorod/obla^*  ..paity  cqppittee -approved^  thteir  actions  and  that  is-  • 
for  them  ..the. ,hjg^st  .acqplade;,-.i;ifX.y.<o  ^  -  X' -T ■” 


Such  actions  CJtamples  of  •tdiat  ought;  to'be  the  Com-  • 

munist*  s  attitude  to;  thpis^l^^illment^  party  dutyi  '  -.  He 'does  not  even 
wait  for,  a  special  assigo^ieht j tries  ■  himself :  to .  dete«iilne  ^ere  is 
his  place  in  the.  common  stjngglejj  iiflferiB  heils^most  needed  at  the  moment, 
and  tries  to  act  accordingly,.., ;A^.,  it  goes,  of  course,  without  sayingi 
that  this  Coniiiuniat  4^  an  assignment  of  a  pairty  organization  in 

the  way  Kamo' Bed.  y:- 


We  ai*e  peaking  not  only  of  fnlf iliiuent  of  party  decisions  and 
asaigranenta  by  the  party  organization  but  also  of  strict  observance 
of  the  norms  for  party  morals.  Violation  of  them  weakens  our  ties  with 
the  masses  and  the  party’s  influence  on  them.  A  Communist  who,  let  us 
say,  braves  incorrectly  in  private  life,  tipples,  strives  for  personal 
enrichment,  is  a  yiolator  of  party  discipline,'  even,  thbu^  he  may  at  the 
same  time  be  fulfilling  party  ;aseigninentS  irreprodhably.'  Strict  obser- 
vanee  of  party  morals  is  in  full  accord  wit*  the  demands  of  party  ■ 
discipline.  .  ■■■-•.■.i;;, 

All  party  oi^anizations  and  each  individual  Communist  must  be 
solicitous  for  the  overall  strengthening  Of  party  discipline;  Both 
conviction  and  trenchancy  are  needed  here.  No  violation  of  party 
discipline  whatever  must  be  ignored.  Any  undervaluation  of  the 
cattqpaign  for  its;  observance  has  a  most  invidious  effSct  on  the  training 
of  political  filters.  But  these  cases  still  occur  in  practice.  For 
instance^  over  half  of  the  Conmunists  failed  to  attend  one  party  meet-' 
ing  at  the  Kaluga:  Transport  Machine  Building  Plant.  The  bureau  of  the 
party, organization  winked  at  this  violation  of  party  discipline j  more¬ 
over,  it  was  stated  that  a  majority  was  in  attendance.  The  urban  party 
committee  was  compelled  to  abrogate  the  meeting  and  to  schedule  a  new 
one.  And  ri^tly  so. 

Party  discipline  is  strong  idien  its  observance  is  being  constantly 
checked  on.  It  is  inculcated  day  after  day.  And,  of  course,  it  is 
intolerable  if  even  the  elementary  obligations,  as  they  say,  are  not 
fulfilled. 

Party ■ discipline  and  centralism  strengthen  the  ranks  of  the  party 
as  a  fitting  force  and  every  filter,  every  organization,  marches, 
as  it  were,  in  solid  file.  The  supreme  party  authority  is  the  Con¬ 
gress;  "Which  defines  the  general  party  line  on  basic  questions  pf 
policy  for  one  or  another  historical  segment  of  time.  In  the  inter¬ 
vening  periods  between  Congresses,  all  party  work  is  directed  'by  the 
Central  Committee.  The  resolutions  and  decrees  of  the  CG  are  the  law 
and  the  basis  of  action  for  all  party  organizations  and  all  individual 
Communists.  With  su«*  a  unification  of  forces,  arqr  goal  is  attained 
more  rapidly,  obstacles  are  o-vercome  more  easily,  all  tasks  become 
easier,  -  ■ 

Discipline  and  centralism  are  inseparably  linked  with  party 
democracy;  The  party  is  a  union  of  like-minded  partners.  Entry  into 
it  is,  as  V,  I.  Lenin  wote  ?*by  a  decision,  freely  taken.’*  And  so 
the  whole  activity  of,  the  party  is  likewise  based  on  independence  and 
initiative  of  the  party  members  themselves.  And  "tdien  speaking  of 
coping  With  the  tasks  of  "the  Seyen-Iear  Plan,  the  development  of  the 
keenness  of  all  Communists  "lUSt  not  be  forgotten.  And  this  keenness 
develops  in  conditions  of  intra-party  democracy.  Then  discipline  too 


becomes  mpfe  ,<jop99ious  and  consequently  Strongei*,  Vhlle  loroerifcip  .  ,• 

becomes  aqti^oritatiYe  because  it  is  collective;,  .  :  ..  .  v  ; 

/  bbth  psrty  discipline  and  party  democracy  site  adineq^^^  in  the'  . 
party  as.  air,  ^i^t  the  degrees  of  development  of  pa^y  dsmoct^cy  in,  a  ■  , 
part, i^lar  period^, depends  largely  on  the  conditions  yiii  iihich  the  paity 
is  curating,-  .  3rears  of  the  underground,^  .the  diyii  jrajTra^ 

World’ War  IJ..,,.  it  «as  necessary  to  set  about  consbiousiy  limiting 
party  democracy.  The  present  stage  of  party  life  is  characterised  by  ■ 
a  course  directed  toward  the  broad  development  of  intrapsrty  democracy. 

The  20th  Pail^^.Coi^ess  put  an  end  to  violations  Cf  .lahl^st  hoCTW  .ahd  ^ 
principles,  party,  life.  In  the  straggle  against  the  .negative,  con^  :  r-:  :' 
sequence's  of  the  ^  personality  it  was  neceSs^  to  overcqne  both ;  ? 

the  force  Of 'habit  of  a- certain  portion  of  the  staffs,  uSed  to  excessive-.-, 
centjaliaation  and.  bureaucracy  in  party  practice  and  obsole,tebrganir  "  'V- 
aatiohal,  structiw^^  of  the  party  machineiy.  of’  ... 

the  party  line,  directed  to  restablishraent  and  develop^ht  of  I«nin^ 
norms  of  pahty  encountered  specially  stubborn  resistance  on  the 
part  of  the \anti-«pBrty  group  of  Malenkov,  Ka^novichy  Molotov,  J^lganin 
and  aiepiloy.  .Thb  Central  Commit  routed  this  ^oup  and  got  it  out 
of  the  way.  Thus  the  path  was  cleared  for  the  further  'development  of 
party  demboraqr, 

.  5  A  most  important  element  in  intraparty  democracy  is  the  elective  .  , 

<*aracterVof  the  d^^  agencies  from  the  bCtiom, dp.,  .Beginning  .  ^ 

with  the.  bdreau  of  the  primary  party  organisations  and  ri^t  up  to 

and  including  the  CC,  all  the  directorial  agencies  of  our  party  are 
elected  at  party  meetings,  conferences,  congresses. ,  Open  discussion.  . 

of  the  candidatures  and  secret- ballotting  guarantee  tfbpWiists  the  : 

opportunity  of  ej^ressing  their  real  desires  and  of  selecting  such 

leaders  as  best .  is^loment  the  policy  of  the  pjuty.  Occasional  efforts 

to  present  Coinmuhists  at  meetings  in  primary  party  organisations-  with  -j  i 

a  fait  accompli.,  as  it  were,  (previously  prepared  lists,  of  candidates,  • 

pe  rsbhs  pro^ws^ng ,  them,  primed  orators  and  the  lika)' meet  with  a 

vigorous. i^buff.; ......  , 

In  ^^le' recent  past^.-:  lbs:  directohiai  agencies  have  been  noticeably  ; 
expanded  in  size.  -  More  innoyatbrs  of  h^odu'ction  are  being  elected  to  .• 
them.  An  ever  expanding  circle  of  the  aktiv  is  taking  an  active  pait 
in  the  direction  of  party  life  as  a  whole. 

Another  ij^ca^tant  faaWe  of  Ifitraiba^y' d^  is  the  periodic  .  .. 

accountability  of  the  party  agencies  td  ^Cbimminists.^^^^I^^^  is  not.  simply  .  .  . 

a  matter  of  reports  boing  heard  rat  the-  'ei)q>iiy  of  a.  teim  p^.  office.  .  ,  • 

More  and  'more  common  ini  party  organizations'  is  becoming,  the  presentation  .  . 

of  reports  .gn  how  the  resolutions  of  Communists,  Sttl»iiiitt|d'  in  the.  past,.  , 
are  being  linpl^ented.  Several  i^qwn  and  uhban  cpmmiite.es.  are  giving  ^ 
periodic  lectures  on  their  work  in  the  primary  party  organizations. 
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ih  tMs  way,  the  activity  of  the  directorial  agencies  and  the  leadehi 
is  being  put  more  and  more  broadly  under  the  supervision  of  party 
-members. ' 

Mu(*  has  changed  in  the  workings  of  the  leading  organs  themselves. 

The  principle  of  collectivity  of  party  leadership  has  been  reestablished} 
under  this  principle,  decisions  are  discussed  and  adopted  by  the  collegium 
and  not  by  the  leader  alone.  Moreover,  important  questions  are  discussed 
by  ever  broader  collegiuras  —  committee  plenums.  The  Central  Committee 
of  our  Party  serves  as  an  exanqple.  Central  Committee  plenums  are  now 
convened  i*egularly,  within  the  time  limits  stipulated  by  the  Party 
Statutes.  Thus,  according  to  the  Statutes,  Central  Committee  plenums 
must  be  held  at  least  twice  a  year.  How  fully  this  statute  is  being 
observed  is  borne  out  by  the  following  fact:  throii^  Deceiver,  1959, 

15  Central  Committee  plenums  have  been  held  since  the  2Cth  Party  Congress, 
February,  1956.  Moreover,  Communists  have  been  able  to  express  them¬ 
selves  befoz*ehand  and  make  their  proposals  on  many  questions  '^dilch  were 
being  reviewed  at  the  plenums.  Biis  was  the  case  in  1959  when  the 
Central  Committee  plenums  reviewed  questions  of  technical  progress  and 
development  of  agriculture. 

We  see  that  the  principles  of  intraparty  democracy,  ratified  in 
the  Party  Statutes,  are  being  ever  more  fully  implemented,  i*en  every 
party  member  directly  or  iiirough  his  representatives  participates  in 
the  administration  of  party  affairs,  in  the  elaboration  of  party  policy 
and  party  decisions,  and  in  their  practical  implementation.  V.  I. 

Lenin  en^l^asized  that  only  he  merits  the  title  of  Cbmnunist  ^ho 
attentively  studies,  thinks  through,  and  independently  decides  questions 
and  'Wie  fate  of  his  party.  ••  Eveiy^  Communist  in  our  countiy  has  the 
right  to  participate  in  free  discussion  of  questions  of  party  policy 
at  party  meetings' and  in  the  party  i«*ess.  All  conditions  have  been 
;  created  for  each  and'  eveiy  one  to  make,  use  of  this  right.  And  it  depends 
only  on  the  party  member  himself  Just  how  actively  he  will  participate 
in  party  life,  _  . 

Tiue  there  still  do  occur  attempts  to  cuzdiail  this  active  partici¬ 
pation,  even  to  see  in  it  soB^thipg  undesirable.  This  case  occurred  in 
BalaShildia,  Moscow  oblast A  comrade  was  being  received  into  the 
Right  at  the  meeting,  he  took  exception  to  the  speakers  on 
certain  questions.  Thereupon  Communist  K.  proposed  that  he  be  not 
received  into  the  party.  ”If  we  accept  this  person  into  the  party,  he 
will  be  defending  his  own  convictions  at  meetings."  The  writer  of  a 
letter  to  the  editorial  board  asked  how  correct  such  a  stand  was.  Of 
course,  there  are  convictions  and  convictions.  But  it  is  obligatory 
for  a  ConBrainist  not  to  conceal  his  opinion  from  his  comrades  and  to  de¬ 
fend  that  conviction.  And  whoever  considers  defending  one’s  own  opinion 
undesirable,  is  wrong.  How.  on  earth  can  party  members  participate  in  the 
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elaboration  and  discussion  of  decisions  and  party  policy  if  they  vill  ^ . 
not  try  to  work  out  their  own  (pinions  on  particu!Mii?-ijQe8tiohsf  jOf  *. 
course,:  , it  iSu  dlear- that  all  this  most  be  within  the;-boundS  of  the 
Pajty  Statute's; -and ‘not  exceed  the  limits  of  party-mindedness.  ,  ■ 

Undoubtedly,  no  matter  how  great  the  signifioafio^r-of  theSe  ''di;s-  .  ; 

cu|64<;^§/ jajiotheT-^^t^  important:  by  whcwShd 

.is  jpa^y, policy  iiJp^^  daily,  a  narrow  oii-cle  .'of 

’machine,  qT;  1:^  sbrb^-  strata  of  Conanunists?  Much  ;has; 'been  fdone  'b;^;  ■; 
thfe!,R^rty  ;rece^  initiative  arid  indoperiaeriee'‘6f' Cdm^ 

irould,  deyel<^.ev  "broadly.  The  paid. party  ,ina<diine' hss  bben'raduc^ 

considerabiy^in-.  nuMbers>  including  rayon  and  urban  par.ty  cfetottets^;  .ri.v 
Such  nbn:^iecMve^'|)^y  organs  as  political  sections:  in’  trriri^ort  - and  ■ 
also,t|ie  post  /Of  Central  Committee  party  organizers  in  erite^priises  ;%v0^  ' 
been  done  . ;awaty  with^^^  The '  creation  of  comMssions  in /primary  party  ;- Orgd^!^^ 
aatioriis .  f oj^';i«plemantation  of  the  right  to,  check  ori  'the  'aotivlties  of 
plant  a^ta^is^rations  and  other  measures  implemented,  on  the  •■initiative  ’ 
of  the  Ceritrsl' Committee  were  aiitied  at  enlisting  morecCoiridfiffiists  in  ■  '  ® 

direct  leadership' of  party  affairs.  ;  .  .  /V  - 


In  speaking  Of  party  democracyi  it  nrdst  be  reraejnbeSred- that  it  is 
not  limited  to  discussion  and  voting.  The  democratism  of  our  party 
is  the  democratism  of  action.  Each  GomrauniSt. must  acti^ly  participate 
in  party  life.  This- is  the  concern  first  of  all  of  the.  primary  party*' 
organization.  .  It;  Mst  act  in  such  a  way  that  each  Communist  knows  7 
his  spegifie,  aector-  of  work,  Ms  place  in  the  common  cause.  Sometimes  ; 
the  neceasas^  significance  is  not  attached  to  this,  #ar.  instance,  " 
many  Conmiunists  at  the. Armavir  Plant,  for  sailrcad  ^fechine  Ouiiding  do  • 
not  have  specific  assignments.  There  tiie  bureau  takes  on  itself  the 
J^lfillment  of  allvdecisioris  of  the  party  .crganizatlons.'..  The  formula 
*'the  party  bureau  and  its  secretary  Comrade  Lyakhovieh  are  assi^ed 
this  matter"  is  sprinkled  throughout  alinost  all  decipicns.  The  matter 
has  gone  so  far  that  attempts  to  give  Communists  an  assignment;  do  riot 
always  succeed.  Usually  the  bureau  secretary  hears  a:frefusal  based 
on  the  following*  "Keu  know,  they  elected  you,  they  assigned  it  to 
you  —  so  you  do  it,"  Now  in  such  conditions,  when  party  democracy 
is  understood  in  a  purely  foimial  sense,  .it  .ls<reduced,  to  put  it  ‘  . 

bluntly,  to  mere'  talk;  and  tMbyiciWerf  thc-j-C^Ebctiveness  of  the  party  ;  ’ 
organizattoni,.*-:^.''^'':  '  ^'''^1/''  '  ■ 


Develoi«Bent  ofrthe’’ active  work  bf  .  the  CCmraun^ta-'ldads  dirertly  '  . 
to  the  growth  of  iridepehdence' of party'" oi^ani?atibno,  'Brt  there 
arises  this  question:  Doeis^riot  .^eritialisi^rbtndgr^  No,  it  docs  not. 
As  is  well:known>  dem6CratiC  '"cari^raIi|m‘sMpu|ate8  that  all  party  ‘ 
organizations  sore  independent  in  the  4®cisiorii  of  local  questions,-  so 
long  as  theac  sdecisionS  do ’  riot  ro^  gbuiiter  to  the  party  prio^am  and  _ 
Statutes.  The  scope  of  tbe^e  questions  docs. ript  remain  .static,’ '  The  ' 


patfty  ««Jjust3  the :  demands  of  centralism  in  accord  with;  the  new  condi^iions  - 
uhder  which  party  organizations  are  operating.  Thus;  in. recent  years, 
the  Central  Committee  has  considerably  broadened  the  rights  of  local. 
party  organizations.  They  have  every  opportunity  to  show  their  initiat¬ 
ive,  to  give  full  consideration  to  local  peculiarities  and  to  elect 
their  own  most  suitable  methods  and  forms  of  operation: in  cpntemporaiy 
conditions*.  ,  o:;'-/-.  ■''r: 

All  that  has  been  done  by  the  party  for  the  development  of  party 
democracy  has  had  a  beneficent  effect  on  the  growth  pf  the  activity  of 
Communists  and  party  organizations,  has  been  reflected  concretely:  in 
the  economic  successes  of  the  country,  as  achieved  in  recent  yeau:’B>  ^ 
in  the  creation  of  that  state  of  creative  upswing  in:'j^ich  pur  people 
is  presently  enveloped.  But  even  in  these  conditionsV;  veal  effort  is 
required  so  that  party  democracy  shall  develop  still  further. 

It  is  especially  important  to  direct  attention  to  assuring  that 
all  the  democratic  procedures  in  the  party  are  applied  not  as  mere 
formalities  but  directed  toward  a  genuine  develojanent  Of  the  active 
work  of  Communists.  It  is  no  secret  that  there  have  been  times  when 
everything  seemed  correct  in  form  but  was  not  so  in  essence.  For 
instance,  the  Rovensk  urban  party  committee  convened  the.  party  aktiv. . 

It  looked  as  if  the  Urban  Party  Committee  really  .wanted  to  take  counsel 
on  several  questions.  But  the  agenda  published  by  the  Urban  Party 
Committee  included  13  questions,  among  them,  the  results  of.  studies 
in  the  party  training  system,  reports  and  elections  meetings, .the 
work  of  Communist  Labor  toigades.  Of  course,  there  was  no  discussion. 

And  the  result  was  a  pure  formality. 

And  eases  of. another  sort  are  encountered  topr  numerous  dis¬ 
cussions  and  conferences  are  held,  toe  question  is  examined  in  detail 
and  in  every  a^ect,  but  practical  deeds  dp  not  foHow.  -  This  too  . 
has  nothing  in  common  with  genuine  democracy. 

To  develop  the  activity, of  CwnmuniSts  Signifies  to  use  every 
means  to  promote  criticism  and  self-criticism  and  to  create;  all  the 
conditions  needed  for  their  manifestation.  The.  strength  of  honest 
critician  lies; in  the  fact  that  it  is  impeortial,  helps  objectively  to 
disclose  shortcomings,  .and  furnishes  a  basis:. for, the  elaboration  of  a 
correct  decision.  However ;.:toe  full  thoroughgoing  statement  of  the 
opinions  of  Communists  is  hampered  by  the  actions  of  those  leading 
officials  vtio  try  to  guide  criticism  into  channels  toiCh  are  desirable 
or  advantageous  to  themselves.  For  instance,  this  attitude  toward 
criticism  was  quite  obviously  in  evidence  at  a  reports  and  elections 
meeting  in  the  Checheno-Ingushsk  ASSR  Culture  Ministry.  This  meeting 
went  off  with  no  shazp)  criticism,  chiefly  because  of  the  conduct  of 
Minister  Tatayev.  Elected  to  the  presidium  of  the  meeting  and  holding 


tliig  pest' bf  Comrade  Tatayev  coTfflnencedvmenttorJ.ng..jt^§ 

^<ms$ipiis  in-his 'em  First,  he  proposed  that  ;;Qne  of  h.ia.,<ie|^tdeV 

"  '  ipehfc,  theft'- another.-  The  chairman  was  continually-.Scoirej^iftg"  .tlie^^'^ 
speakers  aftd''’prorapting  them  as  to  what  they  should. say. ...j,  ^ 

In  the  party,  eadi  Cwranunist  has  the  ri^ht  t6~Oftiiici,zs  ^aieya^^ 

^e  considers  needs  it  and  he  is  equally  bound  to  listen  to  ^^iticl^  " 
4nom' others.  ;  develojanent  of  real  Communist  activity  is 

'l^OSsihie.  'tv  r. .  Cl’t 

development  of  party  democracy  and'the  eiilis^nt 
CoiraadhiSts  intdfractiye  work  is  an  important  conditiop- for. fv^^hel  e^^ 
hancihg  the&rolfv.of  party  organizations  in  buildingvCoifBunirt  society; 

This  must  be  bOrne  in,  mind  both  by  party  officiaie  andjby;  ^1  Cbipi^ 
and  practical  conclusions  must  be  drawn  from  itv':-  ■ 

'  The  Ccmmunist  Party  is  the  dirertivo  nucleus;  of  all.  workers* 
organizations,;  .T^herefore  the  development 'in  it  of  Jteninistrnojms  and 
principles  of  party  life  has  a  direct  eifect  on-  the  activity  of  the 
Soviets,  Trade* Unions  Komsomol  and  other  organizations,,  on. the  strengthen* 
ing  of  their  hand  in  economic  construction.  -  ■:  *  '  .  . 

Party  discipline  and  party  democracy  are  not.-,  in  opposition)  each 
supplements  and  conditions  the  other.'  After  all^ 'for- party '  democracy 
to  be  fiiTi  and  "effective,  it  must  be  based  on  democracy.  And  for 
democracy  in  its  turn  to  lead  to.  the  achievement .  of  concrete  aims, 
discipline  is  indispensible.  .'  •  *  ,  ’ 

Democratic  centralism,  indissolubly  combining  in  itself  party  ; 
discipline  and'party  democracy,  guarantees  in  the  party  unity  of  action, 
of  will,  which  are  based  ori  inner  conviction,  on  an  understanding  by 
each  and  every  party  member  of  the  goals  of  the  straggle.  It  is  not 
for  nothing  that  the  open  foes  of  the'  workihg  .class  and  their  masked 
henchmen  from  among  the.  revisionists  are  raising  such  a  downright  howl 
at  the  veiy '.mention  of  the  words  ."discipline"  and  "centralism".  The 
j  reason  is  because  for  the  working  class  and  its  (.party,  d^cratic 
..  centralism  is  .the  strongest  .weapon  in  the  fight  for  a  better  life, 
for  Conatonisra.  :And  -J^n  pew.tasics.af'^^  before  Oonrainists,  each 

€Uid  every  bne  of  them,  canhot  ttob  reTl®^^  what  muet?,‘b^.,^o*i6  bo 
.  strengthett-'andbdevalpp  democracy  in  bhe  partyi^'so..jtff  to.  operate  with 
more  vigor,  more:  cpori^nation  and  more  puipO'sfefiilness,  to  pu^  forward. 


• '  iU:  ^  .  . 
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